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Area of Responsibility

USCG Sector Mobile

• 5 Deepwater Ports, 2 Small Ports 

• 1,450 River Miles south of the 
Tennessee Tombigbee Waterway

• Mobile River

• Alabama River

• Tombigbee River

• Black Warrior River

• Tennessee-Tombigbee 
Waterway – MM 412

• Coosa River (Including all lakes)

• 435 GICW Miles (40 – MM 376)
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AOR Complexity:  1,200 River Miles, 		   	 435 Miles Gulf Intracoastal Waterways�5 Major Deep Draft Ports 		  	 300 bridges, 23 locks and dams245 waterfront facilities, 61  marinas                     	 20 active shipyards   370 Small Passenger Vessel Fleet                           	 166 Fixed Platforms      Four closed fishing areasAOR Annual Mission Statistics   500 Search and Rescue                                            250 Marine Environmental Protection responses 51 vessels under construction                                350  marine casualty investigations  2,200 Vessel Inspections                                        600 Facility Inspections  4,200 Aids to navigation



SPACE OPERATIONS ARE BOOMING 

• Significant uptick of SPACE- OPS 
since 2021. 

• Increasing demands of USCG asset 
time and personnel workload.

• Sector participated in multiple 
landings this year and has ensured 
waterway user awareness for 
recovery events.  

• Sector Mobile is now establishing 
Safety zones for Capsule recovery, 
as authorized in the William M. 
(Mac) Thornberry National 
Defense Act of 2021.



Facility Cyber Security

Report facility, vessel, or other maritime platform cyber-attacks that result in 
Breach of Security or Transportation Security Incident to National Response Center: 

(800) 282-0870 

• 1 October 2022: Deadline for Amendment to 
Facility Security Plans to incorporate Cyber 
Security Requirements.

• Cyber Protection Team (CPT): 3 teams of active 
duty Coast Guard cybersecurity professionals 
trained and certified in delivering four core CPT 
services to the Marine Transportation System:

• Assess, Hunt, Clear and Harden
• Cybersecurity Best Practices/toolbox:

https://www.cisa.gov/shieds-up

https://www.cisa.gov/shieds-up


Subchapter “M” Compliance

• The deadline for all towing vessels to have a 
COI was July 19, 2022.

• Sector Mobile has successfully met this goal 
for our fleet of responsibility. We would like 
to Thank You for your proactive and 
professional approach to meet this deadline. 



TOP 5 INSP. DISCREPANCIES
1. Rudder Angle Indicators
2. Ballast Water Management 
3. TPO marking Insp items N/A
4. Missing Bridge Alarms A/V.
5. Operating post marine casualty 

w/o USCG clearance.

**CVC & SECMOB are 100% aligned 
in terms of vessel compliance and 

enforcement actions to take 

Subchapter “M” Compliance



Subchapter “M” Dry Docking

• Coast Guard Option: Must be scheduled with our inspection 
division and ensure the vessel is available to the Coast Guard for 
conducting examinations, as outlined in 46 CFR 137.300. 

• TSMS Option Notification (46 CFR 137.305) 
• External Survey Program – No notification required to the 

Coast Guard as per 46 CFR 137.310. However, the OCMI can 
require additional oversight, in accordance with 46 CFR 
137.317.

• Internal Survey Program – Prior to commencing dry-docking or 
internal structural examinations, a notification must be made 
to the OCMI, in accordance with 46 CFR 137.315. 

Coast Guard Office of Commercial Vessel Compliance (CG-CVC) has promulgated several policies, as highlighted 
below to audits, dry docks and TPO obligations. Pertinent information regarding these relevant policies, can be found 
on the Towing Vessel National Center of Expertise website: http://www.dco.uscg.mil/tvncoe.

http://www.dco.uscg.mil/tvncoe


Marine based Construction
Sector Mobile Waterways Management 
Division continues to track statuses of all active 
and ongoing marine based construction 
projects that are reported.

We ask that our industry partners continue to 
pass up information of known, ongoing projects 
to help us attain our goal of preventing 
infrastructure/property damage and pollution 
events that might be caused by construction 
equipment during severe weather.

Contact: SectorMobileWaterways@uscg.mil

mailto:SectorMobileWaterways@uscg.mil


Waterways Communication Plan

• Committee driven plan consisting of Industry/Waterway Association, USCG, 
ACOE, and other agencies.

• Conference call- activated upon notification of any situation that has a potential 
to cause a negative impact on the safety of the inland river system including 
predictions of moderate and major flooding stages as forecasted by NWS.

• Feedback?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Promote safe use of the waterway through industry and government discussion in real time.  Open discussion of hazards expected closures/disruptions, river weather outlooks, distribution of best practices through marine safety information broadcast.



Feedback from the group?

High Water / Severe Weather 
Contingency Plans and MSIB’s



Severe Weather Plan

• Plan posted on Homeport
• Provides detailed Preparation 

Checklists. 
• Port Status posted

• MSIB
• Homeport
• Email

• Review of changes:
• Port Status Setting Details
• Added a Modified Yankee status 

condition. 

• Calls will now be on MS Teams: 
• +1 410-874-6742 ID: 195 943 512# 

Presenter Notes
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Hurricane Measures: How we operated last year – this year Port Coordination Calls (Ports, Pilots, ACOE, GICA), prior to Port Condition decisions and MSIB (PORTCON Whiskey – PC East, GICWW E of MM178), (XRay today)ACOE Restoration CallsE-ATONHomeport updates MSIB, emailsAllow unaffected Ports to continue operationsSatellite imagery (vsls in path of storm)Port Emergency Assessment Teams (PEATs)Port Conditions: 		When ZULU is NOT set (port is NOT closed), vessels are only required to follow PORT CON directives until the storm passes Phased approach to PORT CON adjustments across the 500+ miles of AORNot just Coast Guard taking independent action, high level port coordination meetings take place prior to adjustments to PORT CON in order to incorporate all stakeholders input (Industry, ACE, NOAA and CG)



Port Status (All ports go to Whiskey & X-RAY)
• WHISKEY (TSFW possible w/ 72hrs) 

• Plans to Depart or Remain in port for all oceangoing Commercial vessels & CG Regulated Barges over 300GT (Annex A –
Remain in Port Checklist, Annex B – Storm Prep Checklist for vessels) all sent to Vessel arrivals: SecMobArrivals@uscg.mil If 
equipped, Activate AIS. Complete Storm Preparation Checklist for Waterfront Facilities (Annex C).

• X-RAY (TSFW possible w/ 48hrs) 
• Continue to report mooring/departure plans. Continue to prepare Facilities.
• Notify USCG of any Hazardous/Dangerous Cargo that is unable to be stored or secured in time.

• YANKEE (STSFW probable w/ 24hrs) 
• Continue to report mooring/departure plans. Continue to prepare Facilities.
• Ensure All vessels Remaining in-port are safely secured as per their respective mooring plans.
• No movement of vessels allowed w/in the port unless departing immediately for storm avoidance. 

• YANKEE Modified (Low Probability of STSFW w/ 24hrs)
• Contrary to standard YANKEE condition, modified allows movement within the port, including departures. No vessels may 

enter without COTP permission. This modified condition may remain in effect throughout the passing of a storm if ZULU 
weather conditions are not expected.

• YANKEE Modified suspends bunkering and Lightering, cargo transfers (if winds are over 40mph sustained), and requires the 
disconnection of all transfer hoses and arms (if winds are over 50 mph sustained).

• ZULU (HFW probable w/ 12hrs) 
• All movement shall stop until further notification from the USCG. 
• All shore-side facilities shall cease operations and cargo movement. 

Severe Weather Contingency Plans

mailto:SecMobArrivals@uscg.mil


E-ATON

• Virtual contact broadcasted for critical 
Aids to Navigation.

• Selection of which Aids to activate is 
made carefully after conversing with 
Harbor pilots.

• Available for viewing on Electronic 
Charting Displays. 

• Navigators suffer from to many aids as it 
clogs/overloads charts



BNM Subscription Service (RSS)

• Free to subscribe
• RSS Phone Application
• RSS Computer Application
• Instant updates, BNM’s sent 

immediately upon their 
release direct to the user.

• NAVCEN.USCG.GOV 
• Request either email or 

RSS subscription. 
• Now live!
• Contact for questions: 

SectorMobileWaterways@uscg.mil

mailto:SectorMobileWaterways@uscg.mil


USCG Ride-Along/Ship-Rider

• Industry/Port Partners can request at 
any time.

• Waterway problems you would like us 
to see first hand?

• We will accommodate to the best of 
our ability.

• USCG seeking opportunity for Marine 
Inspector trainees to ride Towing 
Vessels. 

• Coordinate with Chief of Waterways, 
LT Andy Anderson

• Andrew.S.Anderson@uscg.mil

mailto:Andrew.S.Anderson@uscg.mil
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