


our history

For more than five decades, the
Alabama Mountain Lakes Tourist
Association has been developing and
promoting the tourism and travel
industry of North Alabama.
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LIKE A STRING OF PEARLS

ORDWAY LAYS THE FOUNDATION

In 1960, as director of the Decatur Chamber of
Commerce, Dick Ordway began efforts to
organize groups in Decatur, Huntsville, Florence,
Sheffield, Athens, and Cullman to work together
in promoting tourism and travel in the area.

The “regional” concept quickly gained attention.
The initial six participating chambers in 1960 grew
to ten in 1962 and then to 15 by 1963. Ordway’s
efforts served as a cornerstone for the creation of

AL Dick Ordway

Decatur Chamber Director in
the 1960s

EVEN BACK THEN WE SAW THAT NORTH ALABAMA HAD A
I( NUMBER OF QUALITY DESTINATIONS LAID OUT ACROSS THE REGION NEXT TO THE TENNESSEE RIVER LIKE A

STRING OF PEARLS.” — DICK ORDWAY
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BIRTH OF THE ASSOCIATION

AN ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL MISSION

In 1964 the Alabama Mountain Lakes Tourist Association was formed as a non-profit
organization and charged with the responsibility of stimulating the economic and cultural
development of North Alabama through the tourism and travel industry.

Funding for the fledging group was to be based on destination membership dues.



THE FERTILE VALLEY

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY

The area of responsibility for the association was designated as
the 16 counties of Northern Alabama, which is a part of the fertile
Tennessee River Valley region of the Southeast United States.

The 16 counties of the Northern Alabama region are:
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NATIONAL RECOGNITION

y
INNOVATIVE “REGIONAL” CONCEPT (J—a

The next major milestone in the history of AMLA
came in 1970 with its first national recognition.
Due to its meteroic rise and successful efforts in
developing a tourism and travel agency in an
untapped region, the Discover America
organization presented the association with its
top national award.
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Alabama Governor George Wallace
signs the bill providing stable funding
for the Alabama Mountain Lakes
Tourist Association in 1978.

The legislation has become a model
for the creation of regional tourism
organizations across the nation.

Looking on are: (left to right)

AMLA Director Gil Langley and AMLA

Board of Directors Jerry Alford of

Noccalula Falls Park, Gadsden; Debbie
Gadson, Franklin County Chamber Director,
unknow of Blount County; and Roger
Shabel, Pepsi Cola Bottling, Decatur.

A NATIONAL MODEL

ANOTHER HIGH-WATER MARK FOR AMLA CAME IN 1978 WHEN THEN DIRECTOR GIL LANGLEY
CREATED A FUNDING MODEL FOR THE ASSOCIATION THAT IS NOW A NATIONAL MODEL FOR ALL
REGIONAL TOURISM AGENCIES.



ALABAMA MOUNTAIN LAKES TOURIST ASSOCIATION

what we do

Marketing to a fast moving world
through social media, the internet,
print publications, television and
radio broadcast, travel shows, and
the media.




TARGET MARKETS

The primary markets for the Alabama Mountain Lakes Tourist Association are:

v Leisure/family v Weddings

v’ Outdoors/sportsmen v Train Enthusiasts

v’ Sports v’ Retirees

v' Eco tourism v’ Brew/Nightlife

v’ Adventure v Motorcycle Enthusiasts
v’ Culinary/Wine tourism v’ Religious

After conducting in-house research, receiving input from focus groups, and local industry
professionals, we have fine-tuned the geographic markets to be:

Primary - Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Tennessee, Mississippi

Secondary — Ohio, Indiana, lllinois, Kentucky, North-South corridors of I-65 and I-59,
East-West corridors of U.S. Hwy. 72 and 1-22 (Corridor X) , Missouri, Texas, Louisiana

These markets are determined by:
1. The driving distance to the AMLA region.
2. Evaluation of the geographic region from ad responses and website statistics.




INFO REQUESTS FROM ALL 50 STATES AND 25 COUNTRIES




MARKETING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS

CONSUMER PRINT ADVERTISING

Placed display ads in more than a dozen magazines and newspapers, reaching a
combined circulation of more than 6 million in more than 10 states.
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e Alabama League of Municipalities
Magazine

e Association of County Commissions of
Alabama Magazine

e Advance Travel

e Alabama Magazine

e Alabama Golf Guide

* Business Alabama

* Great Day Outdoors Magazine

e Guntersville HydroFest

e Taste of the South Magazine

e Compass Magazine Spring & Fall
Newspaper Inserts

e Paddling Magazine

* Phil Waldrep Ministries

* Alabama Vacation Guide

e Excursions Magazine

e Southern Family Magazine



MARKETING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS

CONSUMER INTERNET MARKETING

Conducted numerous internal and external internet ad placements throughout
the year driving traffic to the NorthAlabama.org website.

ALABAMA

MILES CHALLENGE

When 100 Mabama Miles E'll'ﬂ“dfhﬁﬂﬂ m North Mabama

ig-hjlt Fuilary, Juby 24, 2020 by Cady Hood
Thiree years age my Temily and | found out about the 100 Alsbama Miles Challenge, Ever since
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i then, |'ve been earneng maes and badges all ever our s1ate. The 100 Alabama Milez Chatienge

U encoursges Alabamians 1a live a heatihier lifestyse by getting outdocrs and explonng our
beautiful state. You can esm miles by running, walking, cycling, mountain biking, hiking,

paddiing, ralling, snd padmming.
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e NorthAlabama.org web banners

e Spring & Fall Escape to the Southeast
websites.

e NATGEO

e Bass Pro Timmy Horton’s YouTube Channel.

e Weather bug.

e Target marketing through Google.

e In-house Social Media Seasonal Campaigns
on Instagram, Pinterest, Facebook, Twitter,
YouTube.

e Trip Advisor Internet Campaign



MARKETING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS

HORTH ALABAMA WATERFALL DAY TRIPPING

The Singing River Waterfalls

Mative Americans narmed WTmmmﬂw that ol through The Shoals sres The Singing River.

Location: Tuscurmbe, Als . nortl

Waterfalks: Coldwater Falls [GPS-N 34 43, IEO W B7 42 205) and Wilson Darm Falls IGPS-N 34" 47.643 W 087" 7.587)

Anractions: Spring Park, Helen Keller Home, Alsbama Music Hall of Fame, FAME Recording Studios, Muscle Shoals Sound Stadicr,
M Wilson Damn

Watarfalli;
Cobdwater Falls 1 the centerpiece of betful Spring Park in Tuscurnbéa, The fall s a man-made waterfall that 1 constrecied with
over 000 o of srlsone, I reches 80 ft e and i 2 st all ach day aver 4.3 sl galos o waker Bow v e s

Wilken Dam Tiam cm the south bank. Small feeder credks run throsgh the natursl
Astrmetions:

+ Sprieg Park w\!nl'wrvmlwnmrhenhv'ku!lmlhl‘n».wlmr' d and chikiresi hud
carvenel, roller coanter, and splash pad. Food vendon: be park. pen daily, year round.

+ Helen Kellee Home, Gandens snd Masuss is mw]mnm«ph auiles from SffmnM The plantstion home sss] irthpiace
cottage, dating hack 10 the 120 are Eused on he Natiomal Hish the Keller

family decosate the home of Miis Keller's p
of trwvel and bectures e the betteresent of the woekds blind and deat.blind.
+ Alaharma Masic Hall of Fame hoesces the catstanding achiversest sl the music of Alshamians. You8 heas sockisg shythms m\!

sk, snd ity her Bletime

oul as yo the lives and o more tan 1,000 stars, y
America’s mus.

« FAME i i 1957, was the first successil, Alabama. Arthur
Alexander’s 1961 hit, “Vou Better Move O cut here, he i sh i » ]
documentaey. Musche mmmmmu_wu the story of FAME s its founder, Rick Hall

569 by musicians, this was th the
nnlllng stomes, Cher, Bob Segar, Rod Stewart, ml Simon, nn ‘Garfunkle, and mamy oéers creatd some of the muoat papular hitsof the
1970'. The rhythm pery” by Lymyrd Skymyrd in the Iprics o “Sweet Home Alabama™

+ Cypress Moon Studios, founded in 1978, was the second Jocation of the legendary Muscle Shoals Sound Stdio for aver 25 pear,
where the “Swampers” contissed 1o record hits afier moving from their Jackson Highway location. Recording artists incheding Bob
Segar. Bob Cylan, Lyryrd Skymyed, Dr. Hook, Etta lames, Clarence (.wr-]ullan Lennon, Glenn Frey, and countless others.

A Walk in the Park

Location: Gadiden, Ala. nartheai Alibama

Waterlals: Noccalula Falls (GPS-N 35402293 W8601.5901

Ariactions: Noecakla Falls Park, Mary G. Hardin Center for Cultural A A, Wl Croek
Jules ). Tigers for Tamorow

Waterfalls:

Nassed after o Crookl Indiss princess, Noccakels Falls stands 90 feet tall and i one of the most visited nabaral sttractions in the state.
‘When rais conditions are normal, the walerfall is sround 20 foet with o sssaller waterfall kocated a little 10 the right of the higher fall.
Whilk hevy raiss cause the two falls i merge into on wiker waterfall.
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 Wills Creck Viecyands & Winery, kacatiad in ncarby Duck Springa, Al i one of thres aclive wisesies North of 1-20. The v s
are nestied in the peashel hills of the Duck Springs Valley, in the heart of the Duck Springs wikllife preserve. Wil Creek Vineyards
offers several varieties of muscadine, 3 prage wises, and s iy -
that immigrased from Switzerland with the wine maker,
= Jules |. Berta Winery is located atop Sand alo«nnnn L Albertville. Ala The vineyards are five acres of vines on a 22 wre farm, and
moatly consist of Chardonnay. Cabemet Franc, arietals. They additionally
grown by local Alsbama farmers.
+ Maraella 'l\'llms’lllo(‘ed in the picturesque foothillsof the N“Nh:hlm anulmln IIulmMn(. J\Io Establshed in 3005,

raditonal Albama frull wines. Gif shop kas a greal sedection of (hwwund wine névelties, Stop in for a complimentary wine |wmg

NORTH ALABAMA DAY TRIPPING ITINERARIES
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MARKETING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS

RADIO AND TELEVISION MARKETING

Alabama
Mountain Lakes

Pandora Ads: Brews + Waterfalls

North Alabama Craft Beer Trail Waterfalls Of North Alabama

Pandora VO Suggestions Pandora VO Suggestions

Male, 28-32, Conversational, Laid-back, Mature, Upbeat, Funny Female, 28-32, Conversational, Laid-back, Youthiul, Funny, Sweet
:15 spot

15 spot] [:15 spot]

Ah, yes, the famous trail in the Appalachians. No, not that one. This one: The Morth Alabama Craft Beer Trail.

. . . . i Would you look at that view? Oh, right. You can’t see me. Well, I'm looking at the fourteen magical waterfalls
& micro-brewerias footed in the Appalachians, with dozens of beers unique to North Alabama.

of North Alabama, surrounded by nature to hike and wineries to relax,

f i 8 -
Click on the ad to plan your trip today. Cheers Click on the ad to plan your trip today,

[:30 spot] [:30 spot]

That famous trail in the Appalachians can take months. For some, years. Lucky for you, Alabama has its own Would you ook al that view? Oh, right. You can't see me. Well, I'm looking at one of 1he fourteen magical
rmountain trail you can knock out in a weekend. The North Alabarma Craft Beer Trail with 8 micro-breweries waterfalls of North Alabama. Simply breathtaking. Thanks to flowing waters of the Tennesses River, North
snug in the foothills of the Appalachians, From Florence fo Gadsden, these local brewenes offer dozens of Alabama boasts the most beautiful waterfalls either side of the Appalachians. These stunning falls are
beers urique to North Alabama. surrounded by nature to hike, spots to photograph and, in some cases, wineries to el

Visit each brewery, get your craft beer passport stamped and submit for a commemorative gift. Click on the ad to see what I'm talking about and plan your trip today.

Click on the ad to plan your trip today, Cheers,

Banner

HED:  See the wonderful waterfalls of North Alabarma
Banner BTN:  Plan your rip
HED: Tap the trail, LIMNK:  http:/fwww.northalabama . org/explore/waterfalls
SUB or LOGO: Morth Alabama Craft Beer Trail IMAGE: | suggest one of the walerfalls, not the map
BTN: Plan your trip
LIMK: hitp:/fwww.northalabama. org/explore/craft-beer

IMAGE: 1 suggest a shot from inside a brewery or even just a beer boltle or can or pint




SPREADING THE WORD ABOUT NORTH ALABAMA

CONSUMER TRAVEL SHOWS
Marketed North Alabama destinations at 11 consumer travel shows 9 states
reaching more than a quarter-million consumers.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

NORTH ALABAMA
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NORTH ALABAMA WATERFALLS TRAIL
Driving traffic to rural settings



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

FIRST YEAR OF WATERFALLS PROJECT
RECEIVED REQUESTS FOR AND DISTRIBUTED
40,000 BROCHURES

e Utilized existing natural resource for
economic development.

® Provides economic boost to 8 counties.

e Each family visiting a waterfall will spend
money at gas stations and restaurants,
and usually retail and lodging.

e Visitor expenditures supports local jobs for
local establishments.

e Each purchase is taxed, supporting local
government infrastructure at no
additional tax burden to local residents.



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

NORTH ALABAMA WINE TRAIL
AgroTourism to benefit rural areas and farmers.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

NORTH ALABAMA WINE TRAIL
AgroTourism to benefit rural areas and farmers.

Senate passes bill allowing small farm wineries to _sell directly to licensed
retailers and consumers

SB294, Sen. Andrew Jones, R-Dekalb, passed as substituted. This bill would allow
licensed wineries that produce locally sourced wines and are below a certain size, known
as "small farm wineries,” to sell and transport their table wines directly to licensed
retailers or to sell directly to consumers, under certain conditions. Transportation of the
table wine must be made by the winery's employees in a vehicle owned or leased by the
winery. This bill has been referred to the House Economic Development and Tourism

Committee.

ALABAMA SENATE BILL 294 ALLOWING SMALL FARM
WINERIES TO SELL DIRECTL TO RETAILERS AND CONSUMERS
IS APPROVE. THANK YOU TO BILL SPONSOR SENATOR
ANDREW JONES, R-DeKALB COUNTY. AMLA WORKED TO
SUPPORT PASSAGE OF THE BILL.



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

SUPPORTING SB89 FOR LOCAL SALES
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Visitor Response

My daughter and her Best
Friend Completed the North
Alabama Wine Trail Passport on
Saturday June 27, 2020.
Attached is a copy of my
Passport. Complete address may
not be complete so here it is.
Lynn Vanek

1955 Popps Ferry Rd

1081 P

Biloxi,MS 39532

Visitor Response

| would like to tell you that we
combined Wine and waterfalls
and we had the best 4 days
together!! Although | think they
tried to kill this 64 year Old on
some of the trails! LOL. We had
a Blast and have passed it on to
many of our Friends . You
certainly have a Gem with this
tour! Thanks again!’

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

Destination Owner Response

Tami Reist we love and thank you all
more than you know. Without your
efforts to support our north Alabama
wineries, we would still be working
hard by ourselves to be known. Our
wine trail has met above and beyond
our expectations and we have you and
all who support us to thank big time.
Thank you, thank you for believing in
the north Alabama wineries.

Janie CoppeyOwner wills creek winery



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

NORTH ALABAMA BICENTENNIAL GEOCACHING PASSPORT
Targeted marketing during special year driving traffic to new areas
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

NORTH ALABAMA
‘UNEXPECTED”
GEOCACHING PASSPORT

Targeted marketing to
reach regionwide.



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

NATGEO TENNESSEE
RIVER VALLEY WEBSITE
& APP

Partnering with
national organizations
for extensive regional

exposure



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

NORTH ALABAMA CRAFT BEER TRAIL
Support start-ups and entrepreneurship
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

NORTH ALABAMA TRAIN DEPOTS TRAIL
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History and heritage preservation.
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NORTH ALABAMA SCENIC MOTORCYCLE ROUTES
Target marketing for a growing trend.
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ALABAMA INDIGENOUS MOUND TRAIL
Partnering with University of Alabama to preserve our heritage

“The mound trail is 4 projecr of b About the Mound Trail comples was a bustling center of cultural
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T Thausands of years before the arcval of
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' links the publicly accessible mound sites

societies constmicted large villages featuring
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Copsa, Tallapoosa, Alsbama, Tombigbee,
Black Warriar, and Tensaw River Valleys

domimated the landscape of the region, Each

alabamamoundtrail.org
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TOUCH THE

SUPPORTING NEW DEVELOPMENTS SUCH AS CANOE TRAIL IN LIMESTONE
COUNTY, KAYAKE ROUTE IN RED BAY, CANOE TRAIL AND BIKE PATHS IN DECATUR



